


and Replace in vi



Expression Basics

racters using a simple expression or

r searching and/or replacing strings
us UNIX utilities:

e

,xpréééions match input within a line

ar expressions are very different than shell
-characters



| Matching

haracters

,,,,, - - will match: diskette, disk, disks...
k/ - will match my book, dummy book



elimiters

ark the beginning and end of the
ession

Jelimiters are required if there are any special
1aracters, such as spaces or asterisks, which
be misinterpreted by the shell

iters vary by the utility and the situation

- - For grep the delimiter can be the
double or single quote, depending if
variable substitution is desired



ial Characters

ers and expressions can be used to build
sions for pattern matching
ird special characters include:

ling on the utlllty and its version, some versions
d regular expressions and some support

cte S thvey usually mean something else

ver you wish to match a special character literally
5t be quoted



N Unix, unix...
- will match leafs, leafy...
- - will match a t, ant, act...




petition

>r more occurrences of the part of
ssion directly preceding it

ot match anything — it is NOT a wildcard
junction with literal matches, a period,
al characters

.'_,r =iy e
FhN

will match car, carpool, cart, caret
- will match ofice, office, off the ice
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3
acter Classes

racter class or group, similar to the shell
aracter within the brackets will be

1 be used for defining a range of characters
st special characters lose their special meaning

> ca et sign at the beginning of the list means
sion ([*a] = not a)

of /p.rac;ti[c's]ing/ - will match practicing and

| practising

 _ ffile[12s) - will match file1, file2 and files



ning of Line

it the begli-h:ning of the line

he beginning of the regular
herwise means a literal match

N — wﬂkrhatch any input that begins
. ~ with a digit
re brackets means character exclusion

B 1o 1. 145, but not 10 and 13



t the end of the line,
es;ﬁé the end of the line)
f

onl atch lines that end

- with capital letter A



ses group the regular expression inside

t leses are not matched, only what is inside

ffers alternation/choice represented by the pipe (|)
VIrs) Smith” - will match “Mr Smith” and “Mrs Smith”
uped expression is followed by a quantifier such as

:. sk, tHé’quantifier applies to the entire group

a(abc)*z - will match: az, aabcz, aabcabez ...

"ﬁequires the -E option to enable grouping, or use egrep,
ause grouping and alternation are extended regex symbols



nd Replace in vi

are able tq---faerform string substitution
s done using regular expressions

areful when using non alpha-numeric
te them if necessary

ax:
glnal-strlng/replacement string/[g]

t:’ﬂ% 3
-----—speC|f|es a line range,
if not supplied only current line is used

- —global substitution,
more than one per line

x



ubstitution Ranges

§ (mclusﬁlfve)
g 1OSia/A/

ntir S cumﬁnt
le:  :Y%s/alA/

ing of document to current line
' :1,.s/alA/

tween current line and following 5 (inclusive)
@ample: :.,.+5s/a/A/
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